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OSUED  STATES  DZf  ASTMZIIT  OF  j^Rl  CULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economies 
tf&shingt  on 

fe8*-  —  February  7,  1927. 
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EQRLD  MOHAIR  SITUATION 

.      Although  the  production  of  mohair  in  1926  in  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  and  Turkey  is  estimated  to  be  qfrnly  3  per  cent  greater  than  that 
?aoe      u  st°cks ,of  f°reign  mohair  in  the  United  States  on  December  31 
tl  ^  S£         a    art"e  increase  over  the  same  date  last  year,  according 
to the  Foreign  Service,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  This 
situation  is  partly  due  to  decreased  consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  an  active  demand  in  this  country  for  mohair  to  be  used  in  automobile 
cloth  and  in  furniture  upholstering.     In  1926  the  consumption  of  mohair 
in  these  industries  in  the  United  States  is  estimated  to  be  ore-third 
larger  than  1925.    Notwithstanding  this  marked  increase  in  consumption, 
stock:  of  foreign  mohair  in  bonded  warehouses  have  greatly  increased, 
iotai  imports  for  the  year  have  amounted  to  nearly  11,000,000  pounds, 
me  stocks  m  bonded  customs  warehouses  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1926 
amounted  to  about  3,400,000  pounds  and  on  November  30,  the  last  date  for 
which  re  have  figures,  to  9,900,000  pounds.    Stocks  in  dealers'  hands  are 
also  believed  to  be  heavier  than  usual  at  this  time  in  the  season.  There 
is  no  evidence,  on  the  other  hand,  of  increased  stocks  in  foreign  countries. 

^  shiPDin£  of  large  quantities  of  foreign  mohair  to  Boston  in 
1926  seems  to  have  been  due  principally  to  reduced  foreign  demand.  The 
United  Kingdom,  the  greatest  foreign  consumer,  in  the  past  year  has  import- 
ed only  about  11  million  pounds  of  which  4  1/2  million  were  re-exported 
whereas  in  the  period  1921-25  she  imported  on  the  average  16  million  and 
before  the  war,  averaged  30  million  pounds.     The  decline  in  takings  seems 
to  be  aue  largely  to  the  loss  of  continental  markets  f*»r  mohair  yarns  and 
other  manufactured  products  and  to  the  use  of  artificial  silk  and  other 
cheaper  substitutes  which  have  been  found  suitable  for  present  day  retire- 
ments in  the  production  of  certain  textiles  such  as  linings  for  which  mohair 
was  formerly  largely  used.    Efforts  are  now  being  made  in  3radford  to  de- 
velop in  tne  3ritish  automobile  industry  an  outlet  for  the  product  of  Brad- 
ford spmales  and  looms  capable  of  undertaking  the  upholstery  type  of  manu- 
facture , states  the  1926  Trade  Review  of  the  Yorkshire  Observer.  Mohair 
fabrics  of  the  type  required  for  cars  have  been  produced  as  examples  of  what 
the  Bradford  trade  is  capable  of  supplying  to  the  automobile  industry  and  it 

itrongly  felt  that  the  future  of  the  mohair  industry  in  England  depends 
in  no  small  degree  upon  linking  it  up  with  the  expanding  automobile  trade. 
It  is  possible  that  with  the  recovery  of  economic  conditions  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  m  Germany  there  may  be  some  increase  in  the  demand  for  foreign 
mohair  which  will  relieve  the  American  market  some-hat  from  the  products  of 
South  Africa  and  Turkey. 
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Unofficial  estimates  of  production  in  Turkey  and  the  Union  of  South 
Africa,  the  largest  producing  countries  other  than  the  United  States,  place 
the  1926  clip  at  20,000,000  pounds,  compared  with  19,400,000  in  1925  or  an 
increase  of  3  per  cent.   The  production  In  the  United  States  has  been  increas- 
ing rapidly  in  recent  years  and  appears  to  be  not  far  below  the  average  post- 
war domestic  requirements .     The  estimated  production  in  the  United  States 
increased  from  a  prewar  average  of  about  4  million  pounds  to  about  7  million 
in  1921  and  has  continued  increasing  up  to  the  present  time.    That  production 
is  approaching  the  domestic  requirements  of  recent  years  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  for  the  period  1923-25  only  2,900,000  pounds  were  imported  for  con- 
sumption which  also  indicates  that  the  total  consumption  of  the  United  States 
for  this  period  was  probably  between  12  and  13  million  pounds-     So  long  as 
our  production  continues  to  be  no  greater  than  our  domestic  requirements  our 
producers  -ill  be  in  an  advantageous  position  with  reference  to  foreign  pro- 
ducers.    The  price  of  do  estic  mohair  in  Boston  now  is  nearly  double  the 
price  of  foreign  mohair  in  bond. 

Other  countries  producing  angora  faoat's  hair  to  any  extent  are  China, 
Australia  and  a  few  other  countries  for  which  production  statistics  are  not 
available.    Average  exports  from  China  for  the" years  1921-25  were  3,276,000 
pounds,  compared  with  1,769,000  pounds  the  average  for  1909-13.     Stocks  in 
Turkey  at  the  beginning  of  1927  are  estimated  at  3,600,000  pounds,  according 
to  a  report  in  the  January  issue  of  the  Journal  of  the  British  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Turkey  and  the  Balkan  States,  published  in  the  v;0ol  Record  and 
Textile  ..orld  for  January  Li,  1927.     This  is  a  decrease  of  13  per  cent  com- 
pared with  the  -,-^00,000  pounds  estimated  to  be  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of 
1926.     Stocks  of  mohair  at  Port  Elizabeth  on  Juno  30,  1926,  amounted  to 
1,090,000  pounds  compared  with  1,550,000  pounds  at  the  corresponding  date 
last  year. 


No  estimates  of  the  1927  clips  in  these  principal  producing  countries 
are^  as  yet  available.     The  clip  of  the  Union  of  South"  Africa  is  due  on  the 
market  in  April  or  May  and  the  Turkish  clip  about  Jur.e .     The  number  cf  angora 
goats  shorn  in  the  United  States  in  1925  is  estimated  to  be-  2,265,000  or 
about  17  per  cent  greater  than  the  census  of  the  number  shorn  in  1319.  In 
the  Union  of  South  Africa  the  number  of  angora  goats  has  declined  to  2,137,000 
in  19£5,  compared  with  an  average  of  over  -,000,000  in  prewar  times  and  has 
probably  been  further  reduced  by  the  drought  of  1925.     Angora  -"oats  in  Turkey 
numbered  2,761,000  in  1926  which  sho-s  an  increase  over  numbers  in  recent 
years . 
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AlIGORA  GOaIS  AND  MOHAIR:    Production  in  the  United  States, 
the  Union  of  South  Africa,  and  Turkey,  190.-26. 


Year 


1304 

1903 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1S13 

1914 

1915 

1916 

191? 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 


Number  of  An/ora  Goat 


United 
States 
_aZ_ 


1.000 


f/l,633 


1.933 


2,040 
2,272 
2,265 


Union  of 
South 
Africa  . 


1.000 


3,393 


4,275 

4,395 
4,194 

2f  o35 
2,564 


2,731 
2,874 
2,240 
2,285 
2,272 
2,285 
2,127 
2,137 


Turkey  b/ 


1,000 


£2./ 


2,036 


1,610 

2,550 
2,751 


JjohajLr  production 


United 
States  £/ 


1,000 
pounds 


h/ 

w 

h/ 


3,779 

4,000 
4,500 
4,500 
6,000 
5,000 
6,000 
6,000 
5,532 
7,000 
7,000 
7,750 
8,651 
10,183 
10,561 


Union  of 

South 
Africa  d/ 


1,000 
■pounds 


1/ 


17,970 
16,573 
17,190 

l<i  .552 


15,600 
9,900 
16,212 
19,560 
15 , 630 
14,343 
13,038 
12,000 


Turkey  e/ 


1,000 

pounds 


5,935 
5,300 
6,350 

i/3,000 


a/  Number  shorn  m  Missouri    Texas,  New  L'ezico,  Arizona,  Oregon,  California 

}L  v?zC^  !nf-AS  aUC;    Cj  ?i^6S  f0r  l?0S         ISIS  are  Census  figures  and 
lor  i.2o-25  estates  of  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Zstimates  for  the 
Si*  states  which  produced  ,6  per  cent  of  the  mohair  produced  in  the  United 
btates  in 191 j.    Other  years  commercial  estimates  published  by  national  Asso- 
ciation Of  Wool  Manufacturers,    d/  Clips  actually  received  at'port  SUzabetn 
as  crrnpxled  by  Hannam  m d  Co  Xtd.  of  P0rt  Elisabeth.    Published in  the  Wool 
Record  and  Textile  World,  April  23,  1925,  and  August  26,  1926,  p    549  The 
official  estimates  of  production  as  returned  by  the  Agricultural  Censua  ,nl 

S^ra^iS!  lnarl00k  for  1S1C"22'         50&       2  folio"   r  7^8 
3?'  Tol?*£$    Zfl  ! .099,160;  1920-21,  8,4,8,550;  1921-22,  8,623,094;': 
23    B.099,094.    e/  Estimates  published  in  the  monthly  circular  #f  ihe  ImoerA«l 
Ottoman  Bank  for  July-August.  1,2..  ^d  estimates  for  1923  sent \  Act  n-  " 


1923- 
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MCIiAlR  (HAIR  OR  THE  ANGORA):  United  States  imports, 

1920-1926 


Tt Pm *^ i  n i  n<  in 

J.  wvliiciX  ii  X  lit-      X  -  * 

itar  criciing  < 

trunera-L  ■ 

Vi  oti^  pH    i"*n  c  t"  ftn  c 

jjccemoer  «-<x  i 

imports  j 

C  UI1L  UlIIp  \i  1  UI1  a 

If  cix  O  I  i  VJ  LI     ^  o 

Founds  : 

P  onnd  ^ 

X    v^mUIU.  hi) 

192C   : 

4,712,411 

4,435,711  : 

2,250,113 

1921 

^  ,  vJOU  a  O  X»/ 

i 

5,172,269 

1922   ]. 

9,593,573 

:3/ 

7,146,411 

1923   

4,603,526 

3,888,333 

1/ 

1924   

3,990,089 

3,160,637 

:  3,553,457 

1925   

1,763,353 

1,783,994 

:  3,396,958 

;(Nine  months. 

:   (Nov.  30,  1926) 

;  Jan. -Sect.) 

1926   

10,666,493 

7,892,413 

:  9,916,168 

Compiled  fro::,  foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United  States  and  Monthly 


,  Summary  of  Foreign  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  December    issues,  1920-1926 
1/  Includes  "alpaca  and  other  like  animals."    2/  Includes  "alpaca  and  other 
like  animals"  from  January  1  to  May  27,  and  "alpaca"  from  May  26-Deccmbcr  31. 
3/  Includes  "alpaca  and  other  like  animals"  from  January  1-September  21. 
4/  Not  available. (Due  to  much  confusion  in  the  figures  on  account  cf  the  change 
in  the  tariff,  these  figures  were  never  published  and  are  not  available  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.) 


UNITED  STATES:    Mohair  imoorts  by  countries,  calendar  years 

1923-26. 


Countries  of 

:      1923  : 

1924  : 

1925  : 

1926 

Origin 

:     1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  i 

1,000 

:    -oounds  : 

pounds  : 

pounds  : 

p  ound  s 

• 

1,142  : 

803  : 

1,004 

3,836 

.:     1,649  : 

913  j 

268 

3,890 

.  :     1,705  : 

2,045  : 

487 

:  2,874 

.  :         64  t 

47  : 

.  9 

:  5 

148  J 

:         14  : 

25 

:  6 

t             9  5 

I     7/'  • 

!  2 

.  :  21 

:  3 

.:  4,604 

I  3,990 

I  1,768 

:  10,666 

Compiled  fro:?,  official  sources, 
a/  Less  than  50C  -oounds . 
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UUITED  KINGDOM  1     Imports,  re-exports  and  amount  retained  for 
consumption  of  mohair  and  exports  of  mohair  yarn 
(incxuding  alpaca  and  cashmere),  average  15'0b-13, 
1921-25,  calendar  years  1514  -  1925 


Llohair 

yarn  including 

Year 

hohair 

aln2.P2. 

r,nrl  cashmere 

Total  : 

.Anrt .  retained: 

\  Tpy*\  Oft  q 

^p-pxnorts  ' 

for  consumpt . ; 

"Exports. 

X  j  \J\J\J  • 

1  ooo  : 

1,000  : 

1,000 

V)  Oiind  • 
■j  ~  *■  -  -   ^  . 

id  ound  s  ! 

to  ound  s 

.Average  1^09-13  .  . 

30 , 163 

982  : 

29,186  : 

16,373 

Average  1521-25 

21,383  : 

2 ,045  i 

19,333  J 

7,371 

1914   

1  26,760  : 

1 , 20^  : 

25,556  : 

11,189 

1915 

14  231 

3  52o  : 

10 , 703 

3,020 

1515   

:  11,274  . 

:  268 

!  ll^OOo 

3,644 

19 17 

:  3,576 

:  37 

:  3,539 

1,509 

1918   

!     5 , 603 

:  15 

:        5 ',533 

755 

IS  19   

:  25,403 

:  112 

:  25,251 

1,47: 

1520   

:  11,471 

:  825 

:      10 , 543 

4,272 

1521   

:  15,315 

I  1,339 

:  17,330 

4,092 

1522   

:  33,250 

:  3,905 

:      25 ,345 

6 ,733 

1523   

:  22,550 

:  1.794 

:  20,756 

9,53o 

1524   

:  20,533 

:  2,539 

:  12,344 

3,330 

1925   

:  13,413 

:  700 

:  12,713 

3,059 

1526   

:  11,055 

:  4,543 

:  0,526 

6.336 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 


UNITED  KINGDOM :    Mohair  imports  "by  countries  of  origin, 
calendar  years  1913,  1922-25. 


Countries  of  : 
origin  . 

1913  : 

1522  : 

1923  : 

1924  : 

1925  : 

1925 

British  So.  'Africa 

1,000  : 
•counds  : 

1,000  : 
pounds  : 

1,000  : 
pounds  : 

1,000  : 
oounds 

1,000  : 

pounds  : 

1,000 
p  *unds 

16,523  ; 
10,402  : 

351 

20,o57  : 
11,475 
15 

853  . 

13 , 323 
7,318 
1.1-4 
215 

1-*,0'14  : 
•  5,512 
;  337 

:  850 

10,730  . 
2,119  : 
:  75 

5,804 
4,961 

304 

Total   

:  29,316 

!  33,250 

:  22,550 

:  20,383 

:  13,413 

:  11,065 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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UNITED  KINGDOM }    Exports  of  mohair  yarn  (including  alpaca  and 

cashmere),  calendar  years  1913,  1922-26. 


Country            :  :  :  :  ;  I 

of                  :  1913    :    1^22  :     1923  :     1024  :     U25  :  1926 

 dp stination  ;  j_j  ^  •  •  

:  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000 

:  pounds :  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds 

Germany   :  12,879:  2,867  :    3,103  :    4,106  :  4,513  :  3,242 

Russia  :  1,254:      —  :  4  :         77  :        43  : 

France   :  1,013;      785  :     1,136  :        908  :      764  :  637 

Belgium  :  625:      192  :        265  :        150  ;      140  :  101 

United  States   :  298:  1,730  :     3,834  :    1,504  :      824  :   

Austria  and  Hungary.:  552:        15  :         20  :         24  :        19  : 

Netherlands   :  230:      439  :       396  :        556  :      580  :   

Italy   :  SO:        87  :        177  :        364  :      476  :   

Other  :  276:      613  :        653  :        691  :      700  :  2,356 


•  1  »  •  »  • 

Total   :  17,222:  6,733     :    9,538  :     3,380     :  3,059      :  6,336 


UNITED  KINGDOM:    Destination  of  re-exports  of  mohair,  calendar 

years  1913,  1922-26. 


Country  *     1013  '  1922      ?  1923       •  1924        ;  1925        :  1926 


:  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000 

:  pounds :  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds 

Germany  :   ;        16  :  56  :        228  :  94  :   

United  States   :  1,490:  3,770  :  1,651  :    2,209  :  629  : 

Other  foreign            :  :  :  :  :  : 

countries   :  5:      119  :  86  :        100  :  77  :   

To  British                 :  :  ;  :  :  : 

possessions  :   :    :  1  ;  2  ;    :   


Total   :     l,4C5:a/3,.05  :     1,7:4  ;    2,539     :      700      :  4,543 


a/  In  addition  303,000  pounds  entored  in  transit  on  through  bill  of  lading  (other 


than  goods  transhipped  under  bond)  in  1922;  98,500  pounds  in  1923  and  :2,300  in 
1924. 
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UNION  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA:    Mohair  exports  by  countries,  calendar 

years,  1913,  1322-25. 


Countries  of           :      1913  :  1922  :  1923  :  1S24  :  1925  a/ 

destination  :  :  :  :  1  

:  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000 

:  oounds  :  pounds  :  gOunds  :  pounds  :  pounds 

United  Kingdom  :    17,138  :  21,634  :  14,099  :  12,240  :  10,937 

Germany   :         140  :  72  :  132  :  .  25  :  59 

Belgium  :           77  :  3  ;    :    :   

United  States   :b/  :  .4,047  :  727  J  1,391  !  535 

Japan  :    :    :  1    :  13 

Other   :            1  i  37  :  30  :  10  J  16 


Total   :     17,356     :     25,793     :     x%,938     :     13,666      ;  11,550 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

a/  For  the  eiaht  months  ending  August  1925  exports  were  6,912,546  pounds  coi.Tparec" 
with  5,77-. ,S33  in  1^25  for  the  corresponding  period.    W  Less  than  500  pounds. 


CHIITa:    Domestic  exports  of  goats'  hair,  unmanufactured,  by 
countries  of  Destination,  1909-1925. 


Year 

Japan  j 

ending 

United  : 

United  ; 

i  nc 1 .  j 

Germany  : 

France  : 

December 

31  : 

Kingdom  : 

States  : 

Formosa  : 

1,009  : 

1,000  : 

1,000 

1,000  ! 

1,000  : 

pounds 

.  -oounds 

.  -oounds 

pounds 

'  -oounds  : 

Av.  1909 

-13. 

1,739  ; 

:  0 

!             3  • 

:  13 

8  : 

1914 

•  i,2;o 

:  9 

j              2  ; 

0 

:           11  : 

1915 

:  581 

:  474 

:  313 

;          o  • 

:            0  : 

1916 

:  859 

:  454 

:  424 

5  0 

:            0  : 

1917 

!  1,299 

r  25 

!  255 

:  0 

!         103  : 

1918 

:  433 

!  165 

:  375 

:  o 

:          31  ; 

1919 

:  1,706 

:  560 

:  359 

t  0 

:            0  : 

1320 

!  885 

:  91 

:  133 

:  0 

:            0  : 

1921 

:  2,138 

J  325 

:  101 

:  0 

:            0  : 

1922 

:  1,057 

:  794 

:  150 

:  27 

:            5  : 

1923 

:  1,750 

:  307 

:  88 

;  47 

:             1  : 

1924 

:  3,365 

:  821 

:  7 

;  148 

:          93  : 

1925 

:     3  , 56  6 

:  451 

:  230 

:  456 

:         147  : 

Total 

1,000 
p  ounds 
i 

1,769 
1,312 
1,369 
1,737 
1,819 
1,631 
2,625 
1,113 
2,637 
2,034 
2,198 
4,437 
5,075 


Compiled  from  Foreign  Trade  of  China. 
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UQRAXEl    Average  price  pet-  pound j  at  36cton,  annually 
1915-1  j26  and  "by  months,  1926 


Year  and 

month 

:G-ood  combing, 

!  Caoe 

!  Turkov 

:    dome etic 

!  HfumrnfiF  f  ir^.t  e 

if  PIT*    flVG  T\*};  **6 

i  Cents 

'               XX  w  b 

1915 

:  35 

•  34 

:  36 

1916 

;  43 

i  44 

1917 

:  61 

«  fin 

1913 

;  63 

•  67 

1919 

l  59 

;  70 

5  - 

1920 

:  43 

l  55 

;  55 

1921 

26 

!  30 

•  32 

1922 

:  42 

:  1/34 

;  x/36 

1923 

l  72 

:  36 

:    ~~  39 

1924 

{  74 
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